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Dear Ms. Dupont:

Please see in the attached Pfizer Canada's preliminary views on the Patented Medicine Prices
Review Board (PMPRB) Discussion Paper Options for Possible Changes to the Patented
Medicines Regulations, 1994 and the Excessive Price Guidelines, issued by the PMPRB in
February 2008. Given the very short time for response, and as suggested by the Executive
Director of the Board, Pfizer will follow up with more detailed comments at a later date. The
attached therefore sets out a high level response to the proposals and options in the Discussion
Paper. Pfizer appreciates the opportunity to comment and looks forward to remaining very active,
as usual, in later phases of the consultation.

In reviewing this submission, please note that the Pfizer Canada remarks should be viewed as a
supplement to the input provided by Canada's Research-Based Pharmaceutical Companies
(Rx&D) of which Pfizer Canada Inc. is a member. This submission is intended to support and
expand on those ideas in a manner reflecting the experience of an organization that is required to
comply operationally with the Board's guidelines. Pfizer Canada has approximately 150 DINs that
fall under the jurisdiction of the PMPRB, which makes it one of the most, if not the most exposed
patentee with regard to any changes to the regulations or guidelines.

Although outside the context of this Discussion Paper, we would like to express our views on
another issue that we have raised repeatedly over the past years regarding patented drugs that are
subject to direct generic competition (Le. same molecule). These multisource patented drugs
represent a heavy workload for the PMPRB and the patentee, given that sales in general are
relatively small. The formal price reviews to which they are submitted are therefore an inefficient
use of resources. In Pfizer's opinion, the Patented Medicines Regulations should be amended to
exclude these drugs from the PMPRB mandate. It is not uncommon for such drugs to be at the
origin of significant differences in average prices among different classes of trade and/or markets
due in particular to competitive hospital tendering. We therefore suggest that the Board includes a
discussion of this issue in future consultations.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on these important questions. Please do not
hesitate to contact me for further clarification or perspective regarding the above.

Yours sincerely,
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Nicolas Gagnon
Chef a I'etablissement des prix
Pfizer Canada Inc.




